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______________________________________________________       Editor: Diane Jones___
2009 Holiday Schedule


2009 Party Schedule: Dates Have Changed


Please note that we have changed the party dates from those distributed at the first of the year.  These changes were necessary to accommodate the schedule of our volunteer deejays, Fred and Mercedes Badyna.  We apologize for any inconvenience caused by these changes.

Check Out Our Brand New Look

We have been very fortunate to have several corporate groups paint various areas of our agency and provide us with a much needed “face lift”.  Stop by and check out our bright new look – especially the new mural in the work center.

· Neiman Marcus volunteers painted our health room and shower room.  These volunteers spent their entire Saturday working on this project, and they did an absolutely fantastic job.  

· ExxonMobil Group #1 volunteers painted our front lobby and hallway and prepared the wall for the mural for the second ExxonMobil group.  This group donated all the paint and supplies.  These volunteers were very caring and compassionate and did an amazing job.

· ExxonMobil Group #2 volunteers painted a mural on the work center wall.  They painted two scenes and will paint two additional scenes in September.  The mural is absolutely amazing.  They also donated all of the paint and supplies, and they were a very kind and hard-working group. 
· Texas Instruments volunteers provided all of the paint and painted the walls in the work center a very pretty light blue.  They also painted the staff break room.   
We are very grateful to these groups for the lasting impact that they have made on our agency and clients.

Our New Garden
Our two ExxonMobil groups also built and planted a new garden for us.  This garden is much bigger than our previous one, and our clients are now taking turns watering it.  We have incorporated these activities into our life skills curriculum as a fun and educational hands-on experience for them.  As we harvest the vegetables and herbs from this Sharing Garden, we will distribute them to our clients via a random drawing.    

Money Management Classes
Heidi Black, Vice President with Colonial Bank, has offered to provide money management classes for our clients at no cost.  These classes will be divided into 3 levels (beginner, intermediate and advanced) with 4 class sessions for each level.  Level 1 beginner classes will be held on June 9th, June 15, June 30 and July 8.  Most, but not all clients, will attend the first class sessions.   

CDC’s Choir

Our very talented CDC choir provided an amazing performance for Neiman Marcus employees as well as for our United Way Work Center Panel.  Great job choir members!

Family Survey
We want to thank everyone who returned a completed family survey.  Although only 34 surveys were returned, the information shared was very helpful and will be used in our planning for the future.  We are also very appreciative of all of the kind words.  It is rewarding to know that we really are making a difference.  As a result of this survey, we have resumed publishing of this newsletter, are sending home monthly progress reports to families, and will have quarterly field trips.      

Swine Flu Epidemic Response
We always try to take a proactive approach.  In response to the swine flu outbreak, we sent home several informational flyers and implemented the following procedures:

· Case Managers verified the reason for all absences
· Clients and staff were advised that they would not be allowed to attend CDC if they exhibited flu-like symptoms, especially a fever.

· Anyone infected with swine flu would not be allowed back to CDC for 7 days following the infection. (We had no probable cases).

· We purchased hand sanitizers, and production supervisors squirted sanitizer into the hands of all clients when then began work in the mornings and when they returned after breaks and lunch.
· Anyone who had been to Mexico in the last 30 days or whose family member had been to Mexico in the last 30 days were not be allowed to attend CDC until at least Monday, May 11th.  
TXU Energy Efficiency Assistance Program

TXU Energy has an Efficiency Assistance Program that provides free energy-efficient products and services to low-income customers.  CDC has joined forces with TXU Energy and has become a referring partner.  To qualify, you must be a current TXU Energy customer, must own your own home, and must meet the income criteria.  If you are interested, please contact Diane at 214-637-2911 or djones@cdcdallas.org. 
Facility and Safety
· Our water fountain broke after many years of constant use.  Special thanks to board member, David Patterson, who found a replacement for us.
· To improve safety, we implemented new visitor procedures that include visitor and volunteer badges.

· In response to a parent’s suggestion, clients now have name tags that they wear during the work day.  The group supervisors keep these name tags which are attached to lanyards when the clients leave for the day.
Upcoming Events

· June 3 – Tree Planting Project: We will plant approximately 1,000 seedlings in pots.  Volunteers are needed for this fun, outdoor project.
· June 16 and 18 - Prince of Peace Church: Students and chaperones will spend 2 days doing activities with our clients.  Bingo and a craft project are planned.  
· June 17 – Ursurline School: Students and chaperones from Ursurline School will spend the day doing activities with our clients.  
· July 10th – Summer Bash: Our annual summer party will be held from 2:00 to 3:45.  There will be music, dancing and refreshments. 
Recent Events – Fun! Fun! Fun!

· March for Respect: Despite the bitter cold, thousands of men, women and children gathered in the West End on March 28th to show their respect for individuals with developmental disabilities.  This uplifting event included great entertainment, information fair and activities.  Citizens Development Center is proud to be one of the 20 member agencies of the Developmental Disabilities Network of North Texas who hosted this inspiring event.  We were also a contributing member of the event’s Entertainment Committee. Our booth in the information fair had many visitors, in part due to our bubble machine and balloon animal making clown.  
· TWU’s School of Occupational Therapy: Debbie Buckingham, Assistant Clinical Professor with TWU’s School of Occupational Therapy, wanted to give her three master-level classes a practical, hands-on experience when she taught a class on the topic of Work and the Disabled.  We collaborated with her, and she held these classes at the Center.  During her lesson, we provided a tour and the students then volunteered briefly in the work center and played bingo with our clients.  

· Greenhill School: Students from Greenhill School, once again, selected CDC as one of their agency sites for their Day of Service.  14 students and 2 chaperones played bingo and basketball with our clients.  These caring and enthusiastic students continue to make a positive difference in the lives of our clients.

Teddy’s Corner by Ted Tucker

As You may Know Our Summer Bash Has Been Rescheduled  Because Fred Our Dj And Diane Can Not Be Here On That Day So The Party Will Be On July 10 2009. At 2:45p.m to 3:45p.m ...    Volunteers From TI Has Been Painting The Interior Part Of Our Center. And A Mural On A Wall In The Work Center. And In The Staff Lunchroom. And They Put In New Gardens For Us .

Thank You Volunteers 

National Volunteer Appreciation Week was April 19th through 25th.  To show our gratitude, I sent letters of appreciation that included a small gift to all individuals who volunteered during this past year. 
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Wish List

Volunteers

· Filing/clerical assistance

· Afternoon phone assistance
· General maintenance and repairs

Client Needs

· Sweatpants (Small – 3X; larger sizes especially needed)

· Underwear – all sizes

· Plastic utensils

· Soup/pasta in microwaveable bowls

Electronics/Appliances
· Crock pot

· Roaster

Client Activities

· Arts & crafts materials
· Bingo prizes (barrettes, bangles, lip gloss, small balls
· Bead sets

· Markers and map pencils
2009 Holiday Closings





Friday, July 3, 2009





Monday, September 7, 2009





Thursday, November 26, 2009


Friday, November 27, 2009





Thursday, December 24, 2009


Friday, December 25, 2009





Friday, January 1, 2010





2009 Party/Event Dates








Summer Bash – Friday, July 10, 2009





Halloween – Friday, October 30, 2009





Holiday – Friday, December 18, 2009
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